Development of the Human Dentition -An Atlas by Frans P G M van der Linden DDS PhD and Herman S Duterloo DDS PhD pp ix + 300 illustrated £24.50 New York &c.: Harper & Row 1976 Occasionally one comes across a new book which one feels instinctively is destined to become a classic reference work. This book, the result of a collaboration between the heads of two Dutch Orthodontic Departments, gives this impression.
A remarkably produced publication, the atlas shows very graphically the process of development of the skull, dentition and dentoalveolar structures. This is displayed by means of photographic studies, roentgenographs and line drawings of a sequence of anatomical preparations of the jaws and teeth in a series of dried skulls. These range over a continuous spectrum of development from prenatal to full maturity, with several examples being given to show morphological variations at different ages.
The accompanying text is concise, well written and informative and it communicates a real depth of understanding of what is essentially an extremely complex area of development.
Although all credit must be given to the authors of this atlas, mention must be made of the outstanding contribution from those involved in the superb anatomical preparations and their subsequent photography.
This book contains a wealth of information which may well be unrepeatable in the future due to increasing difficulties in obtaining suitable anatomical material and without doubt this dynamic visualization of dental and facial development demands inclusion in the library of anyone with an interest in the development of the human dentition. index of 18 pages. There are a total of twenty chapters written by a variety of authors, the majority of whom are British. In general the book is to be highly commended although like any first edition it suffers a little inequality of standard from author to author and chapter to chapter. The first two chapters in which Dr Gurson of Turkey gives a historical introduction and Dr Metcoff deals with 'Maternal Nutrition and Fetal Growth' are outstandingly good and these alone make the book a desirable purchase for any interested pediatrician. A disappointing section in the book is that dealing with vitamins and particularly in relation to vitamin D. The treatment of this and of fetal, toddler and adolescent nutritional rickets did not seem to reach the standard usual in a postgraduate textbook of nutrition. The book would have perhaps benefited from greater development of the chapters dealing with nutrition per se as opposed to nutrition in disease situations. The chapter dealing with the 'Social Background of Child Nutrition' by Dr Moodie and 'Manufactured Foods' by Professor Bender are of great interest. The references are adequate and good. This is an excellent textbook which is strongly recommended for any p2ediatrician, dietitian, nutritionist or food scientist with more than a passing interest in nutrition. It is written at a postgraduate rather than an advanced level, making it easily readable and of interest also to general practitioners. £19.50 Edinburgh & New York: Churchill Livingstone 1976 'Systemic Pathology' first appeared in the 1960s during a period of change in pathology. 'Morbid anatomy' became 'histopathology' and pathologists with specialized training became more clinically orientated, more interested in functional changes and devoted more of their time to living patients, rather than the dead or laboratory animals. More than ever there was a need for a standard text book of morphological pathology as none of the German or American texts had been universally accepted in this country.
This first volume of the second edition, covering the pathology of the cardiovascular and respiratory systems, is an important landmark in that it represents the consolidation of a recently established standard work. Assessing a large specimen from a preliminary biopsy is part of a pathologist's daily round, and all the indications
